
20
09

-1
6

Sw
is

s 
Na

ti
on

al
 B

an
k 

W
or

ki
ng

 P
ap

er
s

Monetary determinants of the Swiss franc
Carlos Lenz and Marcel Savioz



The views expressed in this paper are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Swiss National Bank. Working Papers describe research in progress. Their aim is to elicit comments and to 
further debate.

Copyright ©
The Swiss National Bank (SNB) respects all third-party rights, in particular rights relating to works protected
by copyright (information or data, wordings and depictions, to the extent that these are of an individual
character).
SNB publications containing a reference to a copyright (© Swiss National Bank/SNB, Zurich/year, or similar) 
may, under copyright law, only be used (reproduced, used via the internet, etc.) for non-commercial purposes 
and provided that the source is mentioned. Their use for commercial purposes is only permitted with the 
prior express consent of the SNB.
General information and data published without reference to a copyright may be used without mentioning 
the source.
To the extent that the information and data clearly derive from outside sources, the users of such information 
and data are obliged to respect any existing copyrights and to obtain the right of use from the relevant 
outside source themselves.

Limitation of liability
The SNB accepts no responsibility for any information it provides. Under no circumstances will it accept any 
liability for losses or damage which may result from the use of such information. This limitation of liability 
applies, in particular, to the topicality, accuracy, validity and availability of the information.

ISSN 1660-7716 (printed version)
ISSN 1660-7724 (online version)

© 2009 by Swiss National Bank, Börsenstrasse 15, P.O. Box, CH-8022 Zurich





































18

have a strong contractive effect. The exchange rate appreciates strongly and exceeds
the actual value by 6% in December. The monetary policy shocks end up explaining
about half of the overall appreciation between October 2007 and December 2008.

7. Conclusions

In this paper we analyse the contribution of Swiss monetary policy to movements in
the Swiss franc against the euro. In particular, we measure the relative contribution
of monetary policy versus other factors to the depreciation of the Swiss franc between
2003 and 2007 and to the appreciation in 2008. The empirical results of this exercise
lead us to the following conclusions: First, the average contribution of monetary policy
shocks to fluctuations in the exchange rate is between 7% and 15% for the period 1981
to 2007. Second, our results indicate that the monetary stance was relatively loose from
2003 to 2005. This monetary expansion was responsible for about 3% of the 5% depreci-
ation of the Swiss franc against the euro between 2003 and 2005. Third, since 2006 the
effects of monetary policy on the exchange rate have diminished substantially, most
of the variation in the Swiss franc-euro exchange rate is explained by non-monetary
factors.

Three caveats need to be mentioned with respect to these results. One is related to
the econometric methodology applied to measure monetary policy shocks. It relies on
the assumption that there has not been a fundamental change in the monetary policy
regime over the estimation period. In our opinion this assumption is correct for the
considered time interval, in particular with respect to the primary objective of Swiss
monetary policy. Even though the operating procedure has substantially changed,
Swiss monetary policy has been directed towards maintaining low and stable inflation
rates since the transition to flexible exchange rates. The second caveat concerns the
interpretation of the exchange rate movements, which are not related to Swiss mon-
etary policy. We interpret these shocks tentatively as representing real exchange rate
changes, carry trades, safe haven effects, foreign monetary policy and the like. How-
ever, we do not attempt to provide a more detailed breakdown. Finally, the focus of
the study is on the analysis of historical episodes and not on the medium or long-run
forecast of the exchange rate. In particular, it does not concentrate on the long-run
appreciation trend of the Swiss franc against the euro, which is due to the inflation dif-
ferential and movements in the real-exchange, but on the deviations from this trend.
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