




	
		
	
		Header

		
			
				
					
					
						Logo

						
						
					
					
				

				
					
						
							Meta Navigation

								
			
				Contact
			
		
	
			
				Media
			
		
	
			
				Career
			
		
	
				
					
	
		
	


					Search
				
			
	
			
				EN
				
	
		
	


			
			
					
							
								Deutsch
							
						
	
							
								Français
							
						
	
							
								English
							
						
	
							
								Italiano
							
						


			

		
	
			
				Menu
				
	
		
	



				Close
				
	
		
	


			
		



						

					

					
						
							
	Main Navigation

		
				
					The SNB
					
						
							
	
		
	


						
					
				
				
				
					
						
							
								
									
										Close
										
	
		
	


									
								

							

						

					

					
	
		

		
			
	
		
	


		
		
			Back
		
		

	
	
		
			
				
					
					
						
							
								Mandates and Goals

								


							
								
										
											Monetary policy
										
									
	
										
											Banknotes and coins
										
									
	
										
											Payment transactions
										
									
	
										
											Investment of assets
										
									
	
										
											Financial stability
										
									
	
										
											International
										
									
	
										
											Services for the Confederation
										
									
	
										
											Statistics
										
									
	
										
											The implementation of monetary policy
										
									
	
										
											Research at the SNB
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
					
						
							
								Organisation

								


							
								
										
											Supervisory and executive bodies
										
									
	
										
											The SNB as a joint-stock company
										
									
	
										
											Annual financial statements and profit
										
									
	
										
											Legal basis
										
									
	
										
											Regional economic relations
										
									
	
										
											The history of the SNB
										
									
	
										
											About the SNB
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
				

			

		

	




				

				
			
	
				
					News & Publications
					
						
							
	
		
	


						
					
				
				
				
					
						
							
								
									
										Close
										
	
		
	


									
								

							

						

					

					
	
		

		
			
	
		
	


		
		
			Back
		
		

	
	
		
			
				
					
					
						
							
								Publication types

								


							
								
										
											New on the website
										
									
	
										
											Press releases
										
									
	
										
											Ad hoc announcements
										
									
	
										
											Economic publications
										
									
	
										
											Statistical publications
										
									
	
										
											Business cycle signals
										
									
	
										
											Speeches
										
									
	
										
											Annual Report
										
									
	
										
											SNB Research Report
										
									
	
										
											Sustainability management
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
				

			

		

	




				

				
			
	
				
					Services & Events
					
						
							
	
		
	


						
					
				
				
				
					
						
							
								
									
										Close
										
	
		
	


									
								

							

						

					

					
	
		

		
			
	
		
	


		
		
			Back
		
		

	
	
		
			
				
					
					
						
							
								Digital Services

								


							
								
										
											Web TV
										
									
	
										
											Research TV
										
									
	
										
											SNB data portal
										
									
	
										
											RSS and Calendar Feeds
										
									
	
										
											SNB News Alert
										
									
	
										
											Time schedule
										
									
	
										
											Iconomix
										
									
	
										
											Q&A
										
									
	
										
											Glossary
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
					
						
							
								Services on site

								


							
								
										
											Forum SNB
										
									
	
										
											SNB library
										
									
	
										
											Archives
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
					
						
							
								Events

								


							
								
										
											Money market events of the SNB
										
									
	
										
											Karl Brunner Lecture Series
										
									
	
										
											SNB Research Conference
										
									
	
										
											Joint Central Bank Conference
										
									
	
										
											BuBa-OeNB-SNB Workshop
										
									
	
										
											NBP-SNB Joint Seminar
										
									
	
										
											Other academic conferences
										
									


						
							


							

	
		Overview
						
					
				
			
	


						
						

					

					
				

			

		

	




				

				
			




						

						
							
								
	
		
	


							
							
								Search
							
						
					

				

			

		

	

	


	
	
		
			
				
					
						
							
								
							

						
						
							
								
									Close
								
								
									
	
		
	


								
							
						
					

				

				
					
						
	

	
			
			
				Contact
			
		
	
			
				Media
			
		
	
			
				Career
			
		
	
				
			DE
	
	
			FR
	
	
			EN
	
	
			IT
	



		



	




					

				

			

		

	




	
	
		
			
				
					
						
							
								
									Back
								
								
									
	
		
	


								
							
						
						
							
								
									Close
								
								
									
	
		
	


								
							
						
					

				

				
					
						
	
		
			
				


				Search Keyword


				


				
	
		Search
		
		
			Search
			
	
		
	


		
		
	




				


			

		

	




					

				

			

		

	






	

	
		
			
			
				

				
					
						
	

	
	
		
		
		

		
			


		
	

	Monetary policy is not almighty 
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			In order to fulfil their mandates in this challenging economic climate, several prominent central banks, including the Swiss National Bank, have introduced and are continuing to maintain near-zero interest rates. This has exhausted the powers of conventional monetary policy, at a time when many countries have very little leeway with which to undertake fiscal policy manoeuvres. Central banks have therefore resorted to unconventional measures, which have helped create conditions that are more favourable to an economic recovery.



While these unconventional measures appear to have provided a positive impetus, they also generate risks. In particular, they may result in central banks being perceived as capable of solving all the problems our economies face. This is clearly not the case. The measures represent an exceptional, tailored response to troubled markets and unprecedented economic circumstances. While monetary policy can promote conditions that are conducive to growth, it does not create value in and of itself. Instead, it is private sector innovation and productivity that are the engines of real sustainable growth.
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